Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 02286 151838Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO L-03 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO FMC-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-06 TRSE-00 /041 W 

160650Z 094410/12 

R 151756Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5585 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GUATEMALA 2286 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, GT 

SUB J : GUATEMALAN DISCRIMINATORY MARITIME LEGISLATION 

REF: GUATEMALA 2109 

1 . MINISTER OF ECONOMY GUIROLA BATRES ADVISED ECON COUNSELOR 
CONCERNING MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT GUATEMALAN MARITIME PROBLEM. 
HE STATED THAT A NEW DRAFT BILL PREPARED DURING PAST WEEK AT 
REQUEST OF PRESIDENT LAUGERUD. MINECON PREPARED DRAFT AND 
PRESENTED TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD APRIL 14. MINECON CERTAIN 

THAT BILL SOLVES FMC PROBLEM WITH GUATEMALA. 

2. IF PRESIDENT APPROVES, STRATEGY IS TO HAVE BILL PRESENTED 
AS A CONGRESSIONAL INITIATIVE BY REPRESENTATIVE FERNANDEZ, 

AUTHOR OF PREVIOUS PROPOSED BILL. BILL WILL NOT BE PRESENTED 
BY THE EXECUTIVE. 

3. CONCERNING TIMING, MINECON BELIEVES SOONEST POSSIBILITY 
FOR BILL PASSAGE IS TWO WEEKS AFTER PRESENTLY FIXED FMC DEAD- 
LINE FOR PUBLISHING OF PROPOSED RULE, MAY 9. 
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